SACRED

WESTMEAD |

Westmead Catholic Community

TH

muss | PARISH HEARTBEATS

Official Weekly Bulletin of Sacred Heart Parish, Westmead
Parish Office: 14 Ralph Street, Westmead NSW 2145 Telephone: 9635 9262

Email Address: office@sacredheartwestmead.com.au  Website: www.sacredheartwestmead.com.au

‘The sacred heart of Jesus is an open heart ...

St Teresa of Kolkata

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

19 — 20 September 2026

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
I am the salvation of the people,
says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
I will hear them,
and | will be their Lord for ever.
FIRST READING Is 55:6-9
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near. Let the
wicked man abandon his way, the evil man
his thoughts. Let him turn back to the Lord
who will take pity on him, to our God who is
rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not
your thoughts, my ways not your ways — it is
the Lord who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as
high above earth as my ways are above your
ways, my thoughts above your thoughts.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 144:2-3.8-9.17-18.R.v.18
R. The Lord is near to all who call him.
1. I will bless you day after day

and praise your name for ever.

the Lord is great, highly to be praised,

his greatness cannot be measured. R.
2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,

slow to anger, abounding in love.

How good is the Lord to all,

compassionate to all his creatures. R.
3. The Lord is just in all his ways

and loving in all his deeds.

He is close to all who call him,

who call on him from their hearts. R.
SECOND READING PHIL 1:20-24. 27
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether
by my life or by my death. Life to me, of
course, is Christ, but then death would bring
me something more; but then again, if living
in this body means doing work which is
having good results — | do not know what |
should choose. | am caught in this dilemma:
| want to be gone and be with Christ, which
would be very much the better, but for me to
stay alive in this body is a more urgent need
for your sake. Avoid anything in your
everyday lives that would be unworthy of the
gospel of Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our hearts, O Lord,
to listen to the words of your Son.
Alleluia!

SIR 36:18

AcTs 16:14

GOSPEL MT 20:1-16
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of
heaven is like a landowner going out at
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard.

He made an agreement with the workers

for one denarius a day, and sent them to his
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour
he saw others standing idle in the market
place and said to them, “You go to my
vineyard too and | will give you a fair wage.”
So they went. At about the sixth hour and
again at about the ninth hour, he went out
and did the same. Then at about the eleventh
hour he went out and found more men
standing round, and he said to them,

“Why have you been standing here idle all
day?” “Because no one has hired us” they
answered. He said to them, “You go into my
vineyard too.” In the evening, the owner of
the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the
workers and pay them their wages, starting
with the last arrivals and ending with the first.”
So those who were hired at about the
eleventh hour came forward and received one
denarius each. When the first came, they
expected to get more, but they too received
one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled
at the landowner. “The men who came last”
they said “have done only one hour, and you
have treated them the same as us, though we
have done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.”
He answered one of them and said,

“My friend, | am not being unjust to you;

did we not agree on one denarius?

Take your earnings and go. | choose to pay
the last-comer as much as | pay you.

Have | no right to do what I like with my own?
Why be envious because | am generous?”
Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.’
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Ps 118:4-5
You have laid down your precepts

to be carefully kept; may my ways

be firm in keeping your statutes.

PARISH CONTACTS

(02) 9635 9262
www.sacredheartwestmead.com.au
www.facebook.com/Sacred-Heart-Westmead

Parish Priest
Rev Fr Walter Fogarty PP
Email: frwalter
@sacredheartwestmead.com.au

Parish Administrator
Virginia Knight (Tuesday - Thursday)
Email: office
@sacredheartwestmead.com.au

Sacramental Coordinator
Anne Monahan (Friday)
Email: sacraments
@sacredheartwestmead.com.au

Deacon
Rev Mr Mick Flew (retired)

Parish Primary School
Sacred Heart Primary Westmead
Telephone: (02) 8841 2600
Principal: Julianne Regan
Assistant Principal: Jodie Smith
Assistant Principal: Katherine Stennett

Westmead Hospital Chaplain
Fr Domingo Barawid Ml
Tel: (02) 8890 6037; Pager: 8512

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday & Friday: 9.30am - 4pm
Wednesday & Thursday: 10am - 2pm

Mass TIMES - Parish Church
Saturday: 6:00pm (Vigil)
Sunday: 8:00am & 9:30am

Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat: 9:00am
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 5:00pm to 5:30pm
BAPTISMS

1st Sundays or by arrangement
MARRIAGES & FUNERALS

By arrangement with the Parish Priest
(min 6 months notice for weddings)

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
By arrangement with the Parish Priest

The Westmead Catholic Community
acknowledges the Burramattagal people

of the Darug nation, traditional custodians
of the land on which we gather, recognising
elders past & present. We aim to be an
inclusive faith community, welcoming
people of all ages, races, creeds, genders,
orientations, marital status & cultures.




Parish Diary Dates

19 / 20 September 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

21 September St Matthew, apostle Feast
23 September St Pius of Pietrelcina Memorial
27 / 28 September 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

27 September Tamil Community Mass 5.30pm

5/6 Sept—10/11 Oct

No 9am Daily Mass

Penance Enrolment forms available at weekend Masses

Tuesday 22" September & Friday 25t September

Announcements

Full dates and eligibility requirements for the Parish’s 2026 Sacramental Program
are listed on our website — www,sacredheartwestmead.com.au

Penance (Reconciliation) Program - Attendance is required at the following

17/18 October
20 October

28 October

24 November

Parent Meeting

Reconciliation Liturgy

Groups start for 4 weeks

Enrolment Ceremonies at weekend Masses (6pm Vigil, 8am, 9.30am)

7pm

6.30pm & 7.30pm

WEEK 4 ROSTERS—WEEKEND MASS
Please notify Fr Walter you are in attendance

EMoE - 26 /27 September
6:00pm: S. Sutherland
8.00am: T.Vo

9:30am: G. Vicente

Readers - 26 /27 September

6:00pm: J.Braganza/ R. San Juan Tuason
8.00am M. Budwee /L. Eid

9.30am: J. Paul / M. Kastoun

Junior Altar Servers - 26 / 27 September
6:00pm: J. Braganza

8.00am:

9.30am: J. Benedict

Senior Altar Servers - 26 / 27 September
6:00pm: P. Sicat

8.00am: J. Chandran

9.30am: F. Benedict

If you are unable to attend your rostered date,
please arrange a swap with another minister.

Rosary Making Workshops

Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting rosary beads that will then be
donated to the sick and dying in hospitals across our Diocese. The craft evening will be
held on the following days: 23 September, 15 October, 5 November.

Costs are S5 per person — payable on arrival (includes all materials).

To register or for more information, please visit: parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops
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Help fund our New Church Essentials
Thank you for your generosity in
supporting Westmead New Church
Giving. There are two ways to give:
Sponsor a Pew, or help fund priority
items from our Essentials List on the
Westmead New Church Giving forms in
the church. To have your gift recognised,
complete a form or email details so we
may reconcile your donation. Please take
a form today, scan the QR code, or online
sacredheartwestmead.com.au/Newchurch

At Sacred Heart Westmead, Baptism
is celebrated on the first Sunday
of the month at 11am.

Please contact the

parish office to book for 2026.

by

Grant Eternal Rest to the
recently deceased and those
we remember at this time . . .

Habib Eltakchi
Bill Eltakchi -
James Knight & Josephine Knight
John Brown & Madeleine Brown

No 9am Daily Parish Mass due to school
Graduation Mass : Tuesday 22 Sept &
Friday 25 September 2026

Express your interest to be a Stall Holder or Performer at LIFTED Live in the Forecourt 2026!
Be part of a vibrant evening filled with music, dance, activities, food, and community fun hosted
by Catholic Youth Parramatta on Saturday, 24th October, within the precinct of St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Parramatta. We invite local performers, small business and organisations to express
their interest via the links below! Expressions of Interest close Sunday 20th 11:59pm.

Stall Holder EOI: https://forms.gle/9cbyafAiumdgWW1dA

Performer EOI: https://forms.gle/cza7pTd48eNLIMxM6
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Todays Message Greg Sunter
On a first reading of this gospel story, the
reader is probably struck by the unfairness of
the situation. The landowner has employed
day labourers at different times throughout
the day to work in his vineyard. However,
come the end of the day, the landowner
pays all the labourers the same amount.

Not surprisingly, the labourers employed at
daybreak to work the whole day are upset
that those who have only worked the last
hour of the day are paid the same amount.
The landowner reminds them that he is
paying them what they agreed at the start of
the day, and yet the reader is left
uncomfortable about the whole arrangement.
Of course, this is the purpose of Jesus’ story!
The key to the story is in the introduction.
Most of the kingdom parables told by Jesus
begin with a formulaic statement,

‘The kingdom is like . . . “ and this one is no
different. What follows is almost always a
description of an everyday event that is
turned on its head. In all of the kingdom
parables recorded in the gospels, Jesus
describes a world order in which people
respond in unexpected and sometimes
confusing ways. His message is that the
kingdom, or reign, of God turns expectations
upside down. In the kingdom, people who
are treated badly in this world are held in
great esteem; the balance of power is turned
upside down; and the usual order of things is
challenged. The landowner’s final comment
in the parable, ‘the last will be first, and the
first, last’, is a perfect example of the
challenging nature of Jesus’ kingdom
parables. In the kingdom, those who hold
themselves to be first in this world will be
brought down, and those who are treated

as least in this world will be exalted.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS: 26/27 SEPTEMBER
26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1sT READING: EZEk 18:25-28

2ND READING: PHIL 24:4-9

GOSPEL: MT 21:28-32
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